
Blue River (DFE No. 

330/6213) is pleased to  an-

nounce that we have recently 

acquired new premises at the 

heart of the community in 

Small Heath. Blue River will 

now be able to access state of 

the art facilities which will 

contribute to supporting 

disadvantaged young people 

to achieve.  This expansion 

will also enable Blue River to 

extend our educational ser-

vices to more vulnerable 

young people.  We are now 

able take on additional  pu-

pils and accept referrals from 

pupils of both genders.   

The facilities at Small Heath 

Leisure Centre will enhance 

the work Blue River does in 

the community. The leisure 

centre is home to a Connex-

ions Point, which will con-

tribute to Blue Riverõs aims 

to support young people to 

achieve positive career desti-

nations and learn valuable 

enterprise skills. Small Heath 

Leisure Centre also hosts an 

extensive library which will 

prove to be a valuable re-

source in supporting our 

pupils to improve their   lit-

eracy and numeracy skills 

and also to assist them in 

achieving accredited qualifi-

cations. The leisure centre 

will also contribute to the 

healthy living aspect of our 

work through the onsite gym 

for 8 ð 16 year olds, a football 

pitch, and a swimming pool.  

 

 

Congratulations to the young peo-

ple (14-18) at Blue River who have 

achieved exceptional results this 

year.  Three young people are cur-

rently on track to achieve Grade B 

GCSEs in English and Maths. See-

ing as many of our young people 

had not been in education for sever-

al years before attending Blue Riv-

er, this is a great achievement.  

The progress of all of the young 

people in the core subjects of Maths 

and English has also been excep-

tional.  In Functional Skills, English 

and Maths each of our pupils has progressed by at 

least one level.  Young people studying ESOL 

courses have made great strides in their mastery of 

English. The young people will soon be sitting ex-

aminations in functional skills English and Maths 

Level 2, equivalent to GCSE Grade A ð C. 

Young people have also made great progress in 

their careers sessions.  Each young person has cho-

sen a career path and has created a personal career 

development plan which sets out time sensitive 

goals they wish to achieve in their career. They 

have also identified the skills and qualifications 

they will need in order to achieve their career path.  
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Qualifications  Number of young 

people predicted 

to achieve qualifi-

cation  

Functional Skills 

English Level 1 

and 2 

3 

Functional Skills 

Maths Level 1 and 

2 

5 

GCSE  English (A-C) 5 

GCSE Maths (A-C) 5 

GCSE Science (A-C) 2 
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 Pupils at Blue River have tak-

en part in the Make The Link  

project set up by Plan UK. 

Pupils took part in a climate 

change residential from Fri-

day 13th May to  Sunday 

15th May. The event, ar-

ranged by The Citizenship 

Foundation, was a great          

opportunity for   pupils to de-

velop their skills in team 

work, leadership, confidence 

and presentation. Pupils also 

learnt how to run  

an environmental campaign 
about raising awareness of the 
key issues surrounding climate 
change. During the weekend pu-
pils explored  climate change 
and how it applies to young peo-
ple and  understood what a cam-
paign is and the different meth-
ods and skills involved in running 
one. During the residential the 
pupils decided their project 
would be named ñClean Brakeò. 

Hanad having a bite to eat in the canteen.  Abdul Jalil & Faysle taking a stroll on the grounds..  

Farid & Abdul Jahl  on the train on the way to 

the residential. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Event Organiser  Natalie delivering a workshop to the pupils.  

Muhammed discussing the project with the pupils.  

Abdul Jalil testing out the sleeping facilities after a hard 

days training.  

Brainstorm poster produced by the students as a result of the 

workshop  

Blue River Student presenting their project to other partici-

pants on the residential. 














